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Welcome and Congratulations 
to 


CHRISTIANITY TODAY 

The Southern Presbyterian Journal extends 
a hearty welcome and congratulations to the 
new magazine, CHRISTIANITY ‘TODAY, 
which has gone out to subscribers this week. 


This is the most ambitious venture in Chris- 
tian journalism in the history of Protestantism 
and we wish it every success. 


Designed to fill a need not now met, it has 
drawn to itself over one hundred outstanding 
scholars and Christian leaders from America 
and abroad and these contributors argue well 
for the quality and tone of the publication. 


We have seen an advance copy of the first 
issue and not only are the contents of the high- 
est order but the technical production of the 
magazine places it in a class by itself. 


One department of CHRISTIANITY 
TODAY, written in a lighter vein, is “Preacher 
in the Red,’ an embarrassing or otherwise un- 
welcome experience of a minister. The first 
issue quotes one from our own Dr. C. Darby 
Fulton. With the permission of the Editor we 
quote Dr. Fulton. It is titled “Publicans and 
Republicans”: 


The Synod of Georgia convened in Decatur 
in mid-September, 1948. Eloquent Republi- 
cans and Dixiecrats were inspiring the po- 
litical conventions that feverish election year. 
Having been named Moderator of the Gen- 
eral Assembly three months before, I felt a 
sort of keynote speech was expected of me 
to set the tone of our denomination. 


The front pews were occupied by 150 the- 
ological students. In the congregation were 
ex-moderators of our denomination, college 
presidents, prominent pastors, leaders of our 
Church women. I wanted to do well, to lift 
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the congregation above the throbbing politi- 
cal issues of the day and to uphold the dignity 
of the Church. 


It happened during the Scripture lesson. 
With chosen emphasis I was reading the 
verses leading to my text, “Be ye therefore 
perfect, even as your Father which is in 
heaven is perfect” (Matt. 5:48). 

Suddenly, near the end, I made an un- 
scheduled intrusion into politics: “For if 
ye love them which love you, what reward 
have ye? Do not even the republicans the 


same?” 
There was an astonished silence. Then 
a seminary student snickered, like a_ fuse 


setting off the blast. The whole congregation 
was in uproar. Never have I seen a public 
assembly so completely demoralized. I stood, 
red and speechless. It seemed the violent and 
unbridled laughter would never subside. 
When I managed to finish with my text, I 
knew that it was an empty performance. The 
Synod of Georgia had hopelessly reverted to 
the political psychology of the day. 


¥ * * * * 


One of the most heart-warming articles in 
the October 15th issue has to do with the place 
of the Bible in evangelistic preaching by Dr. 
Billy Graham. Again, with permission, we quote: 

In 1949 I had been having a great many 
doubts concerning the Bible. 


I thought I saw apparent contradictions 
in Scripture. Some things I could not recon- 
cile with my restricted concept of God. When 
I stood up to preach, the authoritative note 
so characteristic of all great preachers of the 
past was lacking. 


Like hundreds of other young seminary 
students, I was waging the intellectual battle 
of my life. The outcome could certainly affect 
my entire future ministry. 


In August of that year I had been invited 
to Forest Home, Presbyterian conference cen- 
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ter high in the mountains outside Los Angeles. 
I remember walking down a trail, tramping 
into the woods, and almost wrestling with 
God. 


I dueled with my doubts, and my soul 
seemed to be caught in a crossfire. Finally, 
in desperation, I surrendered my will to the 
living God revealed in Scripture. I knelt 
before the open Bible and said: “Lord, many 
things in this Book I do not understand. But 
thou hast said, “The just shall live by faith.’ 
All I have received from thee, I have taken 
by faith. Here and now, by faith, I accept 
the Bible as Thy word. I take it all. I take 
it without reservations. Where there are 
things IT cannot understand, I will reserve 
judgment until I receive more light. If this 
pleases Thee, give me authority as I proclaim 
the truths of Thy word, and through that 
authority convict me of sin and turn sinners 
to the Saviour. 


Within six weeks we started our Los 
Angeles crusade, which is now history. Dur- 
ing that crusade I discovered the secret that 
changed my ministry. I stopped trying to 
prove that the Bible was true. I had settled 
it in my own mind that it was, and this 
faith was conveyed to the audience. Over and 
over again I found myself saying, “The Bible 
says.” I felt as though I were merely a voice 
through which the Holy Spirit was speaking. 


Authority created faith. Faith generated 
response, and hundreds of people were im- 
pelled to come to Christ. A crusade scheduled 
for three weeks lengthened into eight weeks, 
with hundreds of thousands of people in 
attendance. The people were not coming to 
hear great oratory, nor were they interested 
merely in my ideas. I found they were des- 
perately hungry to hear what God had to say 
through His Holy Word. 


I am not advocating bibliolatry. I am not 
suggesting that we should worship the Bible, 
any more than a soldier worships his sword 
or a surgeon worships his scalpel. I am, how- 
ever, fervently urging a return to Bible- 
centered preaching, a Gospel presentation 
that says without apology and without am- 
biguity, “Thus saith the Lord.” 

* * * * * 


Those who may wish further information 
about CHRISTIANITY TODAY are referred 
to their advertisement on Page 24. 

H.B.D. 


In the New Testament We Find 


Female Missionaries, but 
Not Women Elders 


It is argued that “there is no New Testament 
authorization for female missionaries,” and that 
since our Church is using many without such 
authorization, therefore we do not need explicit 
Scriptural warrant for women elders. 


With the highest esteem for our distinguished 
brother and his associates on the Ad-Interim 
Committee, we reply: First, there is New Testa- 
ment example for use of women in missionary 
work. The precursor of mission boards was com- 
posed of women who, having been healed of 
evil spirits and infirmities, ministered of their 
substance to support Jesus and the Twelve in 
their missionary work of preaching the Gospel 
through cities and villages, Lk. 8:1-3. Using the 
word in its general sense of ones sent, the first 
missionaries entrusted with the good news of 
Jesus’ resurrection were women, Mat. 28:7-8; 
Mark 16:7; Luke 24:9, 22-23; John 20:17. The 
four virgin daughters of that redoubtable mis- 
sionary to Samaria, to the Ethiopian Eunuch, to 
the cities from Azotus to Caesarea, Acts 8:5, 
29, 40, supported and continued the missionary 
work of their father Philip by prophesying, 
Acts 20:9. 


There were two major mission movements in 
the primitive Church. Peter led the one to the 
Jews and looked to James and Jerusalem for 
direction. In their missionary work, Cephas, 
the brethren of the Lord and the other apostles 
took their wives with them, I Cor. 9:5. 


The second movement stemmed from Antioch, 
sought to reach the Gentiles, and was led by 
Paul. In Corinth, Paul worked with Aquila 
and Priscilla, took them with him on his mis- 
sionary journey to Ephesus, left them there 
to nurture the infant mission and to expound to 
Apollos the way of the Lord more accurately, 
\cts 18:2, 18, 26. So effective was the work of 
this couple that the Apostle commends them in 
three epistles, declaring:: Salute Prisca and 
Aquila, my fellow-workers in Christ Jesus, who 
for my life laid down their own necks; unto 
whom not only I give thanks, but also all the 
churches of the Gentiles, and salute the Church 
that is in their house,” Rom. 16:3-5. This is 
full and explicit approval of a female missionary. 


Secondly, it is a matter of grave concern that 
in this and in other matters there seems to be 
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a tendency to treat church practice as of more 
authority than the Bible. Historically and con- 
fessionally we stand for the sufficiency and the 
authority of Holy Scripture. How far will the 
other point of view lead our church? It was 
church practice and popular piety which brought 
in the dogma of the Assumption into heaven of 
the body of the Virgin and which is today lead- 
ing Rome toward an additional dogma, namely 
Mary as co-redemptrix. 


Thirdly, it is not Presbyterian for the the 
proponents of this change to shift the burden 
of proof onto those who hold the present po- 
sitions. According to Lutheran tradition, the 
Church may introduce or continue anything that 
is not forbidden in Scripture. But the Reformed 
and Presbyterian tradition is that one ought to 
have a positive divine warrant from Scripture 
for anything introduced into the government or 
the worship of the Church. This is the position 
of our Confession of Faith, chapter 1, paragraph 
6, and of our Book of Church Order, paragraph 
10. The burden of proof rests on the affirma- 
tive. It is up to the proponents of the inno- 
vation to offer “clear Bible evidence” to the 
effect that God has authorized a woman to be 
an elder in the Church. 


It is our conviction, moreover, that we have 
offered evidence from the New Testament which 
is clear on this matter. We repeat: “The head 
of every man is Christ, and the head of the 
woman is the man, and the head of the Christ 
is God.” “Subject yourselves one to another in 
the fear of Christ. Wives be in subjection to 
your own husbands as unto the Lord. . . . Let the 
wife see that she reverence her husband.” ‘The 
bishop must be the husband of one wife . . . one 
that ruleth well his own house, having his 
children in subjection with all gravity.” “But 
I permit not a woman to teach, nor to have 
dominion (usurp authority, take authority for 
oneself) over a man.” 

W.C.R. 





Negative Preaching 


In religious periodicals today there are fre- 
quent recommendations of the power of positive 
preaching. It is even suggested that our daily 
ills and annoyances can be cured if we only 
think positively. Negativism is bad and leads 
to mental disorders. 

Undoubtedly positive preaching and thinking 
are necessary. For example, when a little boy 
is fussy because he does not know how to occupy 
his time, the wise mother will make a positive 
admonition to go skating or to play with finger 
paints. The little boy needs some definite di- 
rection because he does not know what to do. 


But we are not all little children, and many 
of our daily situations do not correspond to 
this example. If to avoid strain on the heart 
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a man decides to reduce, his physician will tell 
him not to eat butter and other fats. Or, in 
cases of allergy, the physician will direct him 
not to eat tomatoes, or not to get in contact 
with chicken feathers, or not to do something 
else. The patient may do pretty much as he 
pleases, except that he must not do this one 


thing. 


The same thing is true in religious matters, 
whether preaching from the pulpit, or convers- 
ing with friends, or private meditation. Of 
course, positive statements must be made. Sin- 
ners must be told positively that Christ died 
for their sins. But it is unwise to avoid nega- 
tive statements. Sinners also need to be told 
negatively that they cannot earn heaven by their 
own merits. To be sure, we should positively 
require the worship of God in spirit and in 
truth. But we should also negatively prohibit 
bowing before images and praying to the Virgin. 

Negative preaching and thinking is necessary 
because it is exemplified in the Bible. It is 
God’s method, at least a part of God’s method 
of dealing with us. Thou shalt not make unto 
thee any graven image. Thou shalt not commit 
adultery. ‘Thou shalt not covet. Nor does it 
take much brilliance to see the wisdom of this 
method. Suppose a young man asks himself 
who he should marry. Well, there are a lot 
of girls, and he is free to marry any of them— 
except a certain few. He must not commit 
adultery or incest. A positive command could 
apply to one person only. God might tell Hosea 
precisely whom to marry; but such a command 
applies to no one else. A general command for 
such practical problems must usually be a nega- 
tive command. Raise sheep, buy real estate, 
sell cloth, make money in nearly any way you 
wish; but, says the Lord, Thou shalt not steal. 


Now, why is the wisdom of negative thinking 
recognized in medicine, in child training, in all 
secular matters, but so vehemently condemned 
in religious affairs?’ Why—unless our popular 
religious leaders have discarded: the Bible and 
are blind to God’s example? G.H.C. 





By Comparison 


Ask the average Church leader what is the 
most important issue facing America and the 
Christian Church today and the overwhelming 
majority will reply that it is the race issue.* 


Admitting that intolerance and bigotry are 
in some measure abroad in the land, and that 
this intolerance and bigotry is found in some 
on both sides of this problem, the writer would 
say that the race issue is NOT the one which 
deserves major consideration. 





*Dr. Bell’s own clear and unequivocal 
position on this is found in the October lst 
issue of LIFE magazine. Ed. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 











ell 

in 
im 
act 


ng 


me 


elf 
lot 
l— 
nit 
ild 
sea 
nd 
for 
va- 
te, 
ou 


all 
ed 
lar 
nd 


he 
he 
ng 


are 
pat 
ne 
ild 
ch 


cal 
Ist 








The race issue is primarily a social problem 
and it is in the process of gradual solution. 


America’s chief problem is a moral one and 
it centers around alcohol and lust. 


While the attention of America and _ the 
Church is focused on an emotional and social 
adjustment in which there are admittedly mul- 
tiplied problems which do not have spiritual 
implications, the Devil is sowing broadcast, 
with practically no resistance from either the 
Church or from the laws of the land, the seeds 
of alcoholism and of licentiousness. 


Alcohol is advertised by deceitful language 
and illustrations in almost every secular maga- 
zine, in many newspapers, over the radio and 
on the TV screen. 


Licentiousness is paraded in all of its allur- 
ing attractiveness from books, magazines, screen 
and TV and the average young person grows 
up in an atmosphere where decisions for purity 
are hard to come by. 


By comparison these two problems cause to 
pale into insignificance other issues which are 
now matters of major concern. 


The Bible is brought to bear on the race 
issue from both sides. For a change let us hear 
what the Bible has to say about the dangers 
of alcohol; about the drunkard’s end; about 
God’s wrath on individuals and nations who 
sell themselves to lust. 


We believe the solution to all of these prob- 
lems rests in a genuine conversion experience 
and an in-filling with the Holy Spirit. 


For a change let us hear more about these 
things. L.N.B. 





Deeds and Dividends 


Immediately following his great treatise on 
the resurrection, the apostle Paul concludes the 
fifteenth chapter of I Corinthians with this very 
practical injunction: “Therefore, my beloved 
brethren, be ye stedfast, unmoveable, always 
abounding in the work of the Lord, forasmuch 
as ye know that your labour is not in vain in 
the Lord.” (I Corinthians 15:58). 


There is a wealth of suggestion here for every 
believer. Let us examine the several facts of this 
very down-to-earth admonition. Its outworking 
in our lives can keep us from falling into the 
error of seeking to become time-rich at the cost 
of being eternity-poor 


The opening “therefore” of Paul’s admonition 
refers back not only to the great fact of Christ’s 
resurrection, but also to the resurrection of be- 
lievers in Christ at Christ’s return. Because Christ 
is risen from the dead and because the dead 
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Christ shall rise, therefore certain things should 
follow in the life of those possessed of this hope. 


“My beloved brethren” indicates the addressees 
of this admonition—those who have been initi- 
ated into the fraternity of the redeemed through 
their acceptance of the Lord Jesus Christ as 
personal Saviour. In this faith we are to be 
“steadfast” and “unmoveable.” There must be 
a Gibraltar-like quality to our Christian profes- 
sion in keeping with Paul’s exhortation else- 
where. “ continue in the faith grounded 
and settled and be not moved away from the 
hope of the Gospel” (Col. 1:23); “ .. . hence- 
forth, be no more children, tossed to and fro, 
and carried about with every wind of doctrine, 
by the sleight of men and cunning craftiness 
whereby they lie in wait to deceive.” (Eph. 4:14). 
We are informed, “he that abideth in the doc- 
trine of Christ hath both the Father and the 
Son.” (II John 9). 


However, steadfast and unmoveable faith is not 
a static thing. On the contrary, it is productive 
of action. A giant ocean liner is a very sturdy 
and stable object. It cannot easily be tossed 
about by the wind and waves. But this does not 
mean that it does not move. Under proper di- 
rection it is capable of movement which is both 
powerful and serviceable. So also the steady and 
sturdy Christian unmoved by alien winds and 
waves is capable of vigorous and productive 
movement when the Captain of his salvation is 
at the helm. “Always abounding in the work of 
the Lord” is our vocation. It is not enough to 
be always abounding in work. The language 
is most lucid. It must be the work of the Lord. 


The Bible makes it very plain that Christians 
build their fortunes in heaven by their fidelity 
on earth. One is saved by faith in Christ’s fin- 
ished work, but is rewarded for faithfulness in 
Christian works. In the third chapter of his first 
letter to the Corinthians, Paul speaks of these 
two principles as the foundation and the build- 
ing. The Lord Jesus Christ is the foundation 
upon which we must build. But upon that foun- 
dation it is possible to build either a superstruc- 
ture of “wood, hay and stubble” or of “gold, 
silver and precious stones.” The former repre- 
sent activities and interests which are legiti- 
mate, but not Christ-honoring—hence have no 
abiding value. The latter symbolize works done 
for Christ in the power of the Holy Spirit— 
hence, will stand the test of time and eternity. 


As the redeemed of the Lord, we are to be 
constantly about the Lord’s business. This is 
right and proper inasmuch as He has both cre- 
ated us, “loved us and loosed us from our sins 
in His own blood.” (Revelation 2:5). But ad- 
ditionally, He holds out an added incentive, 
the certainty of a reward-—“‘Forasmuch as ye 
know that your labour is not in vain in the 
Lord.” 











As objects of so glorious a redemption and the 
subjects of the King of Kings, can we do less 
than labor lovingly in His service? As Jonathan 
Goforth, that valiant missionary to China, used 
to say: “There is all eternity to speak of vic- 
tories won for Christ, but only a few short hours 
before sunset to win them.”—G.S. 





How a Roman Catholic Priest 
Was Converted 


The following very unusual incident is re- 
lated by Dr. W. C. Taylor, a Southern Baptist 
missionary in Brazil, reported to be loved and 
honored personally and for his work’s sake both 
at home and abroad. The priest made an em- 
barrassing mistake, but it resulted in a disil- 
lusionment which enabled him to walk out of 
darkness into light. W.C.S. 


One of the fifty or more converted Catholic 
priests who have joined Baptist churches in 
Brazil is one of the pastors of the great old 
First Baptist Church in Sao Paulo city. I was 
preaching in his church and, as we left the 
pulpit one day, I said to him: “How did you 
happen to be a Baptist? I never heard.” His 
reply was: “I went to the wrong funeral.” There 
is a ceremony in Latin, said over the corpse 
at prominent funerals, which commits the body 
to the sacred soil and the soul to the flames 
of Purgatory. This priest was called over the 
phone a few years ago, to go to a certain street, 
address given, but not noted by him. He went 
to that street, saw a hearse and cars waiting 
and went in and said his Latin over the corpse 
mechanically and said to the undertaker and 
the family: “You may take the corpse.” Nobody 
moved. He said it three times. As if paralyzed 
with surprise, they then came to life. A little 
Methodist preacher, who was waiting to con- 
duct that funeral, arose and said: “Mister priest, 
you have come to the wrong funeral. Your 
funeral is on up the street. This man was a 
believer in the Saviour. He needs no ceremony. 
His soul is in heaven with Jesus. While he was 
alive, by faith ‘he committed his soul to the 
faithful Creator’, as the apostle Peter said do, 
in his First Epistle. He stands in no need of 
your services.” Very ashamed and confused, 
the priest backed out and away; but he re- 
membered the quiet calm of that bereaved 
home, where believers sorrow not as those who 
have no hope. What HOPE is Purgatory— 
half a hell for half an eternity? He went on 
to his own funeral, in mental anarchy. He 
read First Peter 4:19 in his office, meditated 
a lot on that great commitment of the soul to 
God. Now it happens that O Estado de Sao 
Paulo, his daily paper, the greatest daily south 
of the New York Times, carries notices of evan- 
gelical church services. They have published 
my sermon notices on various occasions. He 
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read the notice of a meeting in the Braz Baptist 
Church and decided he must go. Sunday, at 
the hour appointed, he slipped his pistol in his 
robe and appeared at the door of the Braz 
Church. The usher welcomed him. “Come 
right in, sit anywhere you like. You are wel- 
come.” He went in, in his long black robe, 
before the amazed congregation. Missionary Paul 
Porter, great educator who became a marvelous 
evangelistic leader of that mighty State, was the 
preacher and he was preaching that day on 
“The Church” and went right ahead. “I was 
amazed,” the priest told me, “to discover that 
that was a subject on which I was absolutely 
ignorant.” The light broke. When the great 
national Eucharistic Congress met in Sao Paulo 
he had trained and led the choir of a thousand 
voices that sang before the Cathedral. In the 
Baptist Jubilee celebrations, a few years later, 
he led the magnificent Baptist choir, and is a 
good minister of Jesus Christ. He made the 
commitment which is saving faith and does 
away with Latin follies said over the deaf ears 
of dead _ bodies. 





A Basket of Fruit 


The Fruit of the Spirit (Galatians 5:22,23) 


The Fruit of the Spirit is... JOY. 

This note of Joy is very prominent in the 
Bible. The Psalms are full of it; the Gospels 
begin with “Good tidings of great joy”; Paul 
tells us to “Rejoice in the Lord alway”; and the 
book of Revelation rings with shouts of joy and 
praise and thanksgiving. 


Everybody wants to be happy; everybody 
ought to be happy; everybody is not happy; 
even all Christians are not happy, and very few 
of us are happy all the time. How can I have 
a Joy that stays with me even when sick or 
suffering or persecuted? The source of Joy 
must be beyond this world: The’ fruit of the 
Spirit. What sort of Joy does the Spirit give us? 


I. The Joy of Salvation; The Joy of thy sal- 
vation. 


1. Salvation is a big word, and a very inclusive 
word. We speak of a person being “saved”, and 
sometimes limit it to one big experience. Sal- 
vation is the joy of being alive instead of dead. 
My son was dead, and is alive again, said the 
father of the returned prodigal. That meant 
great Joy. 


2. The Joy of salvation is the Joy of forgive- 
ness. Oh the happiness of the man whose trans- 
gression is forgiven, whose sin is covered. 


3. The Joy of salvation is the Joy of Growth. 
We are cleansed and healed, and now we can 
grow in grace and in the knowledge of Him. 
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The Joy of salvation is the joy of being 
taken into the family, adopted into the house- 
hold of faith with all the privileges of sonship. 


5. The Joy of salvation is the Joy of eternal 
bliss; the full enjoying of God to all eternity. 


II. The Joy of Companionship. 


Man was not made to be alone. He was 
not to live like a hermit; he was to live in a 
Home, with wife and children and friends; man 
is a social being. 


Human companionships are never secure; 
homes are broken up; our friends and loved 
ones die, or move far away. 


8. We need a 
leave us. 


Companion Who will never 
“Lo, I am with you alway.” 


4. We have such a Companion in our Saviour. 
The Lord is still our Shepherd. We have the 
Joy of His abiding Companionship. 


Ill. The Joy of Victory. 


1. We are not only “born on a battlefield”, 
but we live on a battlefield all our lives. The 
world, the flesh, and the devil are our constant 
foes. 


. We live in a world full of sin. How can 
we gain the victory? In the world ye shall have 
tribulation; be of good cheer, I have overcome 
the world. We overcome in His name, and 
through His victory. 


3. Our weak sinful human nature is not to 
be trusted. The spirit may be willing, but the 
flesh is weak. He can enable us to conquer our- 
selves. 


!. We have a powerful enemy; the devil. He 
is our adversary. We must resist him. We are 
no match for him in our own strength. Christ 
can give us victory. 


There is a last enemy—Death. O death, 
where is thy sting; O grave, where is thy victory? 
Thanks be to God Who giveth us the victory 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 


The fruit of the Spirit is Joy: The Joy of 
Salvation; The Joy of Companionship; The Joy 
of Victory. 





McGUFFEY’S READERS 


After a long and costly search a complete set of the original 
McGUFFEY’S READERS has finally been located, and reprints 
of these grand old readers have now been completed. Each 
reader is custom made from the plates used in the 1879 edition 

. Same type and binding. You can now purchase exact copies 
of these famous readers at the following low prices: 


First Reader .................. $2.25 Fourth Reader .............. $3.25 
Second Reader .............. $2.50 Fifth Reader ................. $3.50 
Third Reader ..................$2.75 Sixth Reader .................. $3.75 


We pay postage on all orders! ! ! 


OLD AUTHORS, Dept. SP-98 Rowan, lowa 
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How Smart Can We Get? 


By Carl W. McMurray, Ph.D. 
Marion, N. C. 


The main streams of the Christian Church 
for more than 1900 years have acknowledged 
and accepted the plain statements of the Bible 
that the ordained officers of the Church should 
be masculine. However, the wise men of our 
day have become smart enough to read the 
Bible aright. Indeed, we are being told that 
the Bible really teaches that we should ordain 
women as Elders and Deacons. Perhaps no one 
should be surprised for we are capable of very 
smart arguments today. 


This “new discovery” of what the Bible 
teaches will certainly change the complexion of 
things. For one thing, it will require a whole 
flood of new guidance pamphlets on such sub- 
jects as “The Proper Behaviour of an Elder’s 
Husband”. This will be difficult but essential 
since the Bible offers guidance only to the wife 
of an Elder and neglects to give even the least 
word of counsel to the husband of an Elder. 
We will need another pamphlet or perhaps a 
book for the guidance of the feminine Elders 
around such biblical snags as “wives be in sub- 
jection to your own husbands,” but I suppose 
we are smart enough to quickly provide the 
necessary literature. 


Beyond this, our gentlemen Elders and Dea- 
cons may find themselves on the horns of a 
dilemma when the upholding of their convic- 
tions concerning the work of the Church comes 
into conflict with their high respect and def- 
erence toward a woman. It is no secret that 
men are not averse to arguing questions with 
other men, but most men prefer not to argue 
with the feminine viewpoint, even about a hat. 
In this embarrassment, men may find it diffi- 
cult to take a stand against a woman’s viewpoint 
on crucial matters in the Diaconate or Session 
or Presbytery. Of course, it might be possible 
for the men to argue themselves out of their 
old fashioned sense of politeness and deference 
toward the wives and mothers of other men, 
but that would hardly be to the credit of our 
noble Presbyterian gentlemen. 


Therefore, it may come to pass that the men 
will find themselves too “tongue-tied” to serve 
effectively as Elders and Deacons. Truly, then 
the complexion of things will be changed, and 
we will need some mighty smart women to 
figure how to get the men back into the re- 
sponsibilities of the Church. Immediately, there 
will be needed another flood of new pamphlets 
on such subjects as “How to Organize and Build 
Up the Men’s Auxiliary.” 


It is altogether possible that the women will 
not be happy over their new official titles. Un- 
fortunately, the etymology of the word “elder” 
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seems to smack of advancing age. What if 
someone in an unguarded moment should speak 
openly of some charming lady of the congre- 
gation as an “elder” woman? Then the Church 
will forget that it ever had any trouble before. 
If we use the full title “Ruling Elder”, it will 
be much more embarrassing, for it is one of 
the unwritten laws of nature that when a woman 
exercises her ruling powers, she always does so 
without letting it be known, and she might 
count it as slander of her feminine traits to 
speak of her as a ruling anything. So we may 
as well get set to revise further the Book of 
Church Order and to change the time honored 
and scriptural title of “Ruling Elders’ to some- 
thing else, but frankly it may be necessary to 
revise the English language to find suitable 
terminology. 


Perhaps some other generation of wise men 
will become smart enough to revise biblical 
titles and even to devise arguments to convince 
themselves that the Bible ought to be interpreted 


in reverse so that it would really mean that 
women only should be Elders and Deacons. 
However, it would be better for us to awake 


to the blessed simplicity of the Bible and find 
ourselves on the way back to an acknowledge- 
ment that all plain statements of the Holy 
Scriptures are valid and also best for the pros- 
perity of the Church after all. 


The End—not to be continued. 





JARMO 
By J. V. N. Talmadge, D.D. 


I doubt whether the readers of the Journal 
remember reading about Jarmo in current peri- 
odicals a few years ago but I hope to show 
them that it is well worth remembering. 


Among archeologists who have been hunting 
in the Near East for sites of the earliest men, 
few have been more enthusiastic than Dr. R. J. 
Braidwood of the University of Chicago. He is 
really an expert and his wife, Linda, has been 
an able helper during his trips to Syria and the 
Zagros Mountains on the Iran-Iraq border. The 
discovery which seems to have pleased them the 
most, and which has received widest publication 
is Jarmo. 


Jarmo is a relatively small mound in a plain 
nestled in the Zagros Mountains. During the 
last ice age the valley was covered with a thick 
layer of silt, thus making it very fertile. After 
the time that silt was deposited at Ur, erosion 
set in and now there are deep canyons leading 
outside the valley. Jarmo is situated on the side 
of one of these canyons and is not now occupied. 
As Dr. Braidwood read the story from the 
mound, some stone age people who knew a 
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little about farming settled at Jarmo when it 
was hot and arid down in the Mesopotamian 
valley. They used partly Mesalithic (middle 
stone age) tools with a few Neolithic (new 
stone age) ground tools. During their sojourn 
for a century or more, a mound was formed 
from the debris of old houses. In the lower 
layers there were stone tools only, but in the 
upper layers pottery sherds and signs of other 
more advanced cultures were found. Dr. Braid- 
wood claimed that these were the first people 
to advance from the stone age to primitive 
civilization, that other people learned civiliza- 
tion from their neighbors, but these Jarmo 
people evolved of themselves. In other words 
Jarmo appeared to Dr. Braidwood as the most 
important milestone in the long ascent of man 
from the naked half ape-like savage of 500,000 
years ago to modern man of the atomic age. At 
the request of Dr. Braidwood, Dr. Limmy tested 
some charcoal and shells, and found they dated 
about 6600 years ago. 


The writer feels that the Chicago expert has 
made a very interesting discovery, but he seri- 
ously doubts whether his chronological sequence 
is warranted by the facts. The writer therefore 
was long puzzled as to just what was the mean- 
ing of Jarmo, and it was only recently that the 
whole story became clear. The wonderful facts 
discovered by the expert are capable of an 
entirely different interpretation. 


A word is necessary regarding the mounds of 
the Near East. There are hundreds of mounds of 
all sizes in arid parts of the country that were 
inhabited by ancient peoples who lived when 
the climate was much better than today. The 
mounds are divided into layers depending upon 
how many times the town was rebuilt, for each 
time a place was rebuilt, debris of former houses 
was leveled off and the new town was built 
on a higher level. The layers are dated by 
cultural objects found in them. In general 
there are two divisions of culture in the ancient 
mounds of Mesopotamia, the oldest culture was 
the Chalcolithic (copper stone) when bronze 
was unknown. The later cultures were first 
bronze, then iron and pottery. In some of the 
mounds farther from the center of civilization 
there were layers with a Neolithic culture (new 
stone) with ground tools and sometimes pottery 
but no metal. We can forget the Neolithic 
culture for the present as it is very complicated. 


According to Dr. Braidwood’s system of chron- 
ology, the Bronze Age started about 5000 years 
ago, or 3000 B.C. Thus we have about 1500 
years to account for them between Jarmo and 
the Bronze Age. How are we going to fill up 
that gap? Here is where we must differ from 
the learned scholar. 

Since Dr. Braidwood believes in the gradual 
evolution of culture he has decided that the 
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Chalcolithic belongs to that gap, purely on phil- 
osophical grounds. There was considerable dif- 
ficulty in doing this, because, before he dis- 
covered Jarmo, he thought the Chalcolithic Age 
must have lasted about 3000 years. It was really 
a tight squeeze to get the Chalcolithic with its 
many divisions into that 1500 years, but Dr. 
Braidwood strongly believes in his philosophy 
and he squeezed it in anyway. 


Now we will look at Jarmo from the stand- 
point of the Bible. The FLOOD, we noted in 
the first article, seems now with fair certainty 
dated at about 7000 years ago or a little less. 
Jarmo then began about 200 years after the 
FLOOD. Then the question arises how much 
time do we need to allow for Noah’s family to 
multiply? With this multiplying, there is no 
room for all the Chalcolithic after Jarmo, so it 
will be necessary to place it before Jarmo and 
the FLOOD, and date it during the last glacial 
age. Careful examination of all the Chalcolithic 
mounds betrays many signs of all those extra- 
ordinary oscillations known to the old stone 
age man of Europe. Civilized man and stone 
age man were therefore contemporary. There 
was no evolution. 


Does Jarmo fit in with this changed order of 
events? Perfectly! When Noah came out of the 
ark after the FLOOD, he was in the mountains, 
and he journeyed to the East. He did not go 
down into the lowlands for geology tells us 
it was hot and arid there. Dr. Wright of Uni- 
versity of Minnesota agrees with this. When 
they first settled at Jarmo the family was few 
in number, so had a very simple economy and 
used only stone tools, and gourds, etc. But as 
the family grew in number, they branched out 
in various trades, and some built kilns, and 
some hunted for copper. If the old patriarch 
was still alive, he must have told them of the 
antediluvian civilization, and since they were 
worshippers of God, progress was fast. This is 
just what Jarmo shows. 


The writer feels that he voices the sentiments 
of the readers when he adds a word of great 
appreciation of Dr. Braidwood’s fine work in 
discovering our ancestral home of 6600 years 
ago at Jarmo. 


I hope when you see the 66 in the yellow and 
black sign at the service station you will re- 
member that it was 66 hundred years ago when 
our ancestors lived at Jarmo. 





The Religion of the Bible 


By Rev. Floyd E. Hamilton 
Centreville, Ala. 


“Pure religion and undefiled before our God 
and Father is this, to visit the fatherless and 
widows in their affliction, and to keep oneself 
unspotted from the world.” James 1:27. 


It is a trite saying that man is a religious 
creature. He cannot get along without religion, 
no matter what his religious views may happen 
to be. Even those who pride themselves in 
their irreligion are in reality religious, and 
prove it by making a cult of their irreligion. 
One of the reasons back of the recent revolt 
in the province of Georgia in Russia was that 
the youth had made for themselves a god out 
of Stalin and refused to give him up. 


It is a familiar teaching of the Modernists 
that all religion started with fetish worship and 
animism, that is the worshipping of nature 
objects such as trees and rocks and plants and 
sticks and stones. These natural objects were 
endowed by the worshippers with souls and then 
worshipped as gods. Then it is claimed that 
the next step was upward to the worship of 
animals and the powers of nature such as the 
wind, the sun and the moon and the stars. 
Then it is claimed that people began to dis- 
tinguish between the objects worshipped them- 
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selves and the spirit which manifested itself 
in the form worshipped, and so polytheism, or 
the worship of many gods is thought to have 
arisen with pz antheism not far behind. 


The next step upward according to these 
scholars is the religion of henotheism, the wor- 
ship of one tribal god, while at the same time 
believing that other tribes had their own sep- 
arate gods. 


Then last it is thought that as religion grad- 
ually evolved monotheism or the belief in one 
universal god arose late in the history of Israel. 
This teaching of the evolution of religion is 
accepted as an axiom by many of these students 
of religions and as a matter of course, then 
applied to the religion of the Old Testament. 


But here a difficulty arose for these religious 
evolutionists. The Bible apparently did not 
conform to their preconceived ideas of what 
religion ought to be like. Instead of starting 
with animism and working gradually upward 
to Monotheism of the later prophets, what pur- 
ported to be the first books of the Bible, Genesis, 
Exodus, etc., apparently taught Monotheism, 
one universal God. 
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On their presuppositions this was impossible, 
so they set out to discover the traces of the 
lower religions in the books of the Bible, claim- 
ing that a later author had covered them up 
and largely eliminated them from the text of 
the Old Testament. They thought they dis- 
covered traces of this assumed original animism 
at various places in the Old Testament, and in 
such parts were assumed to have belonged to 
the primitive religion and to have been a part 
of the earliest documents, while the places 
where monotheism seemed to be inescapably 
taught were assumed to belong to later docu- 
ments, while the whole was assumed to be the 
product of the latest author, who was assumed 
to have combined the earlier documents into 
the Old Testament as it now stands. 


The next step assumed to have occurred in 
the history of religion was the development of 
a religion of a God of love found, it is asserted, 
in the religion of the New Testament. This God 
of the New Testament, is asserted to be entirely 
different from the Jehovah of the Old Testa- 
ment, for that God is assumed to be a god of 
cruelty, while the God of the New Testament 
is assumed to be just a God of love. 


All this raises the very pertinent question: 
Just what is the religion of the Bible? It is to 
answer that question that we will speak this 
morning. In the first place, let us disabuse 
our minds of the idea there is any real differ- 
ence between the God of the New Testament 
and the God of the Old Testament. It is true 
that the doctrine of the Trinity was not ex- 
plicitly developed in the times of the Old Tes- 
tament, but even in the Old Testament we 
have references to the “Spirit of the Lord” 
referring undoubtedly to the Holy Spirit. The 
appearances of Jehovah to Abraham, for ex- 
ample, show that the Son of God manifested 
God to men in human form at various times 
in the Old Testament period, for Jesus him- 
self said, ““No man hath seen God (the Father) 
at any time; the only begotten Son who is in 
the bosom of the Father, He hath declared (or 
manifested) him.” 


Nor is it true that the Jehovah of the Old 
Testament is not a God of love. Where in the 
New Testament will one find the love of God 
more clearly taught than in God’s dealings with 
Israel when God forgave them in love repeated- 
lv for their backslidings? God was indeed a God 
of justice then, when he ordered the extermina- 
ticn of the Amorites, but where in the whole 
Bible will one find God’s justice more clearly 
set forth than in the Book of the Revelation, 
where great sections of the unbelieving world 
are wiped out at a single stroke? If there is 
any truth at all to the claim that the God of 
the New Testament is different from the God 
of the Old Testament, it is in the fact that 
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God’s great love was climactically revealed in 
the death of God the Son on Calvary. 


That event was the climax of history and 
therefore emphasizes the love of God, while the 
wickedness of mankind which brought on the 
flood, and the apostasy of Israel which culmin- 
ated in the exile, particularly manifested the 
justice of God and his wrath against sin. It 
is the same God, though, in the New Testament 
that we find portrayed in the Old Testament. 
Again and again, in the various books of the 
Old Testament it is taught that God is the God 
of the whole earth; that He is a God slow to 
anger and abundant in lovingkindness, showing 
mercy to thousands of those who trust him. 


For over four hundred years he withheld the 
punishment from the Amorites whose religion 
was so vile that we cannot describe it in public. 
They had every opportunity to repent and the 
command to exterminate them was given to 
protect the Israelites from the devastating 
temptation which would surround them in Pal- 
estine if they allowed the Amorites to live. In 
fact failure to obey this command to extermin- 
ate the Amorites was one of the principal rea- 
sons for the sinking into idolatry which so 
plagued the Israelites for a thousand years. 


But if the God of the Old Testament is the 
same as the God of the New Testament, why is 
it that there is so little indication of the Trini- 
tarian nature of God in the Old Testament? 
To answer this question we must recognize the 
fact that while it was the same God revealed in 
the earliest parts of the Old Testament as in 
the New ‘Testament, there nevertheless was 
genuine progress in revelation of the nature of 
God throughout the Bible. It was not progress 
from a false God to the true God, but a steady 
increase in the revealed facts about God that 
we find in the Bible. 


There was a very good reason why God did 
not clearly reveal his trinitarian character in 
their early history: they were not ready for that 
revelation. Their great danger was that they 
were ready to sink into polytheism because of 
the polytheistic nations surrounding them. The 
abstruse nature of the doctrine of the Trinity 
might have been a stumbling block to the 
Israelites at early stages in their history. First 
of all they had to learn that God was a unitary 
God. “Hear O Israel, the Lord thy God is one 
God,” was the lesson the nation had to learn 
first of all. The exile taught them that lesson, 
and during the four hundred years of follow- 
ing history we never find them sinking into 
polytheism or idolatry again. 


Then, in the fullness of time, God sent forth 
His Son to be born of a virgin, and to accom- 
plish the work of redemption for his people. 
Only then was it safe to reveal clearly the 
Trinitarian nature of God. The great sin of 
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the Jews was that they refused to believe that 
the Son of God was really the God-man he 
claimed to be. Now make no mistake about 
it. From that time onward the god the Jews 
worshipped after their rejection of Jesus Christ 
as their Messiah, was not the true God but 
an imaginary god of their own manufacture, 
an idol. Neither the Jews nor the Mohamme- 
dans today worship the true God, for the true 
God is the Triune God, Father, Son and Holy 
Spirit. The Jews do not worship merely the 
first person of the Holy Trinity: because they 
reject the deity of Christ they worship an idol, 
not it is true of gold or silver, but an idol of 
their mind. The god worshipped by the Jews 
after the coming of Christ never did exist. Nor 
does the god of the Unitarians or the Moham- 
medans exist. All those who refuse to worship 
the Triune God of the Bible, are worshipping 
idols, not the true God. 


The religion of the Bible is the religion re- 
vealed by God in the Bible. But it is more 
than the theology of the Trinity. We may un- 
derstand fully the theology of the Bible, but 
if we accept the religion of the Bible we must 
apply our belief in that theology to our every- 
day life. That I take it, is what James meant 
when he said, “Pure religion and undefiled be- 
fore our God and Father is this, to visit the 
fatherless and widows, and to keep oneself un- 
spotted from the world.” 


He is advocating the work-a-day religion of 
the Bible, putting into daily practice the the- 
ology of the Bible. Yes, it is necessary for 
salvation to believe in the Triune God of the 
Bible and in the atoning work of Jesus Christ 
the Second Person of the Trinity, but true re- 
ligion then manifests itself in charity to those 
in need, and in a holy life in a sinful world. 
Are you practising this pure religion? 





Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By Rev. C. C. Baker 


Sunday, October 28, Acts 5:27-29. Following 
Pentecost the apostles preached everywhere— 
against the express wishes of the Jewish hier- 
archy (4:1-3,17;5:17-18). Each time the religious 
leaders tried to suppress the disciples, their at- 
tempts were thwarted (4:17-21;5:18-21). Notice 
the great boldness of the apostles in 4:18-20 and 
5:29-32. As we observe in these same verses the 
bluntness of the apostles as they replied to the 
accusations of the Jewish leaders, we must re- 
member that they were speaking to the very men 
who had crucified Christ (4:5-6). How was the 
advice of Gamaliel in 5:33-39 wise? What was 
his criterion for judging the validity of the 
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apostles’ faith (5:38-39)? Do you try to dis- 
parage or discourage Christian groups who show 
more enthusiasm than you in preaching the 
Gospel or perhaps use different methods? What 
message does 5:39 have for you? 

Monday, October 29, Luke 2:41-52. Verses 40 
and 52 summarize the period of our Lord’s life 
between His infancy and the beginning of His 
ministry. Make a mental list of the character- 
istics of Jesus mentioned in these two verses and 
see how each of these characteristics is illustrated 
in the story. What does the very fact of the 
long journey from Nazareth to Jerusalem each 
year indicate as to the boy Jesus’ physical 
health? Does v.44 give the impression that he 
was a normal boy in his social relationships? 
What does the mention of obedience (v.51) re- 
veal about his home life? What in vv.46-47 
reveals extraordinary traits for a boy of twelve? 
The Christian young person should be a normal, 
all-round person with a healthy interest in spiri- 
tual things. Do you stress the importance of the 
spiritual life with your children? 


Tuesday, October 30, Luke 4:1-15. Jesus faced 
temptations more severe than any we will ever 
face. Think of the intensity of each temptation 
in the light of Jesus’ circumstances, the first 
(v.3) in the light of His hunger (v.2), the sec- 
ond (vv.5-7) and third (vv.9-12) in the light of 
His coming trials and final crucifixion. How 
might the suggestions of vv.5-12 have tempted 
Christ to accomplish his mission other than ac- 
cording to the will of the Father? Observe how 
Satan challenged Jesus to prove His Deity by 
submitting to his suggestions (vv.3,9). Notice, 
again, in v,13 that Satan struck at Jesus at times 
when He was most vulnerable, i.e., when He was 
tired, hungry, or at a major turning point in His 
life. When Satan attacks us at our most vul- 
nerable points in our weakest moments, we can 
be assured that we have One who “can sympa- 
thize with us in our weakness who has been 
tempted in every point like as we have been 
tempted, yet without sin.” 


Wednesday, October 31, Matthew 9:27-38. 
Verse 35 summarizes the chapter. Begin reading 
with verse one and observe the reception the 
crowds gave Jesus (vv.8,10,26,31,33). List all the 
various circumstances under which people re- 
sponded to Him (vv.2,10,18,20,27,32). What 
varieties of background are mentioned in vwv.9- 
10,18? What attitude did Jesus nave toward 
those who came to Him (vv.36-38)? Would so 
many people under so varied circumstances have 
responded to Him if this attitude had not been 
in His bearing? Do people in trouble come to 
you because they know you love them? Notice 
the religious leaders (vv.3,11,34). Are you 
jealous of those in your church to whom others 
go with their troubles, or those who, in some 
other way, are more successful in their work for 
the Lord than you? 
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Thursday, November 1, Luke 11:37-54. Jesus 
did not refuse to associate with the Pharisees 
(v.37) and in His denunciation of them He 
never said anything about them that He did 
not say to their faces (vv.39ff). What did Jesus 
feel was basically wrong with the Pharisees 
(vv.39-41) ? What was the nature of the sins for 
which He condemned the Pharisees and the law- 
yers (vv.42-44)? In what did they fail (vv.41- 
12,46) ? How did they feel about spiritual truth 
and those that proclaimed it (vv.47-52)? Is the 
reaction of vv.53-54 a natural one? What would 
you have done if Jesus had spoken to you in 
this manner? Is there anything mentioned about 
the Pharisees and lawyers in these verses that 
Jesus might say to you? 


Friday, November 2, Matthew 8:18-20. List 
the different miracles Jesus performed (vv.1-4,5- 
13,14-15,16-17) just prior to today’s interviews 
(vv.18-20). How did the people respond to 
these wonders (v.18a)? Two members of the 
crowd came to Jesus individually and expressed 
their desire to be His followers (vv.19,22; Luke 
9:57,61) , but Jesus discouraged rather than wel- 
comed them (vv.20,22). Why? Perhaps they had 
been so impressed by His power and popularity, 
they failed to realize how He had cut Himself 
off from the comforts of material possessions and 
normal associations with family and loved ones. 
Jesus does not want for His disciples those who 
are anxious to share only in the benefits and 
glory of His ministry, but those who have con- 
sidered the cost of discipleship and are willing 
to share His suffering and sacrifice (Mark 8:34). 


Saturday, November 3, John 6:24-40. What 
all-important question do the crowds ask Jesus 
in v.28, and what answer does Jesus give in v.29? 
Believing in Christ (v.29) is like eating living 
bread and drinking living water (vv.53-55). It 
is appropriating the very life of Christ for our- 
selves (v.56). What results from thus believing 
in Christ (vv.33,35,40,50,51,54,56,57,58) 2? What 
results from refusing to believe in Him (v.53)? 
The Jews could not believe in Christ because 
they were interested only in the physical bene- 
fits He could give (v.26). Which do you esteem 
more highly—physical or spiritual life (v.63) ? 





NURSES AIDES 
Positions now open for Nurses Aides. Sal- 
ary ranges from $180.00 to $220.00 per month 
for 40 hour week. Evening and night dif- 
ferentials. Fringe details. Full maintenance 
$30.00 per month. Give full details of ex- 
perience in first letter. 
Director of Nurses 
Christian Sanatorium 
301 Sicomac Avenue — Wyckoff, New Jersey 
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ANGLERS 


By WADE C. SMITH 
Lesson No. 161 


By-PropuctTs OF PERSONAL 
EVANGELISM (Continued ) 


In individual Christian growth. Personal 
evangelism expands one’s horizon and_ then 
helps him to grow out to it. Many a church 
officer, though an assumed leader in God's 
great expansive program, has lived for years 
cramped up in the little shell of a limited vision 
and limited service—self-devised. He has long 
ago made up his mind that he will serve to a 
certain extent and no further. He will pay his 
dues to the church regularly and promptly as 
he has obligated; he will attend the regular 
board meetings (not promising anything about 
the extra ones called); he will be on hand at 
regular services; and he will conduct himself 
discreetly in the business and social world so as 
to bring no reproach upon the church, realizing 
he is an officer; but there it ends. No getting 
caught in any special church “rousements,” 
either financial or spiritual, for him! He is a 
man of his own and knows his own mind, and 
rather prides himself that he is as immovable 
as Gibraltar. 


That man lives a cramped life. He becomes 
spiritually stunted. He is no inspiration to the 
young people when the tide of fine youthful 
impulse runs high. He pours cold water on 
any progressive move started in the church, by 
attitude if not outspoken disapproval. He is 
preparing himself for a funeral that will make 
the preacher and the people wince when the 
words, “Blessed are the dead who die in the 
Lord” are read. 


... But suppose one day the Holy Spirit cracks 
that crust of many years thickening and harden- 
ing, with which he has been enclosed, and he 
gets a vision of himself lifting some poor grop- 
ing soul out of the darkness into the light of a 
Saviour’s love! That man comes out of his 
shell and begins to live. He looks back upon 
his boasted morality and regularity as only a 
counterfeit. His Bible becomes a new book—a 
veritable love letter from God; his prayers now 
have some meaning, and when he rises from 
them he is refreshed in spirit as he never knew 
before. His church is a living enterprise and 
not something to “get by” with—not an insur- 
ance agency; it engages his best capacities— 
those he had devoted solely to business and 
pleasure. His pastor's approach is no longer to 
be dreaded for fear he is going to want to start 
something. Rather, he is actually calling the 
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. .. this Could be YOUR PASTOR 


is he covered by this low cost insurance plan? 


An insurance policy seems to be a very intangible purchase—until hos- 
pitalization, surgery or death occurs. Then, it represents food, clothing, rent, 
money, security — everything ... or nothing . . . depending on the con- 
siderate foresight of someone. 


Your minister, and perhaps your church, is skating on thin financial ice 
unless he is amply covered. Now, everyone is aware of the comparatively 
low incomes most ministers receive. The most practical, and the kindest 
investment is helping to put your minister in the Presbyterian Church's gen- 
erous, low cost insurance plan. (Far more reasonable than insurance bought 
on an individual basis.) He can receive a $4,000 life insurance policy, liberal 
hospitalization and surgery benefits, plus a $5,000 polio benefit for only $7.10 
a month if under 65. Salaried personnel—regardless of age—are eligible 
also for insurance coverage. 

Ask yourself—isn't it perfectly natural that they, even as you, can be more 
productive in the Lord's work if they are backed by this type of security? 

The Board of Annuities and Relief will gladly provide full details governing the 


enrollment of your minister and full-time lay personnel in the Group Insurance Plan. 
Your minister may be reluctant to request this, but one of your officers may write to 
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pastor for interviews about plans for expansion. 
Verily this is a new man in Christ Jesus. The 
Spirit did it for him through a vision of soul- 
winning. 


In Christian fellowship. It is a question if we 
are getting all the blessing available to us as 
Christian workers through Christian fellowship. 
No man holding aloof from other servants of 
Christ can be at his best. There is something 
heartening and stimulating about the friendly 
mutual interchanges in service. God blesses His 
people in a pecurlar way through each other. 
Personal work promotes Christian fellowship in 
a way that nothing else does. There is always 
something new to be learned on each side when 
real soul-winners get together. That is partly 
because the work itself is so full of variety and 
ever producing new and interesting experiences. 
No two cases exactly alike. In Hebrews it is 
written, “And—let us consider one another to 
provoke unto love and good works; not forsaking 
the assembling ourselves together, as the manner 
of some is; but exhorting one another and so 
much the more, as ye see the day approaching.” 
(10:24, 25) 


In church morale. It is a matter of common 
knowledge that in military warfare the morale 
of the army, so important, is not difficult to 
maintain when the forces are attacking the 
enemy, even though in the face of great odds. 
It is in retreat, and while waiting in the trenches 
that fighting efficiency is sapped by loss of 
morale. That was why “Y” huts used by the 
A.E.F. in France were made places of amuse. 
ment and diversion; it was a backfire to prevent 
the discouragement which comes from long wait- 
ing and delayed results. 


The church that is not continuously winning 
souls can hardly, at best, be said to be standing 
still. It is in retreat. And men grow sick at heart 
in retreat. But let the word go down the line 
that an advance has been ordered and a better 
spirit gets hold, morale is restored. A church 
may have a grand preacher, a grand choir, a 
grand membership and a grand “sanctuary” and 
yet its spiritual power at a low ebb. The soul- 
winning program for a church, so arranged that 
all may take part yields a by-product in im- 
proved morale. And that’s an understatement. 

(More By-Products in next lesson) 





SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 





LESSON FOR OCTOBER 28 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 





The Shepherd Psalm 


Background Scripture: Psalm 23 
Devotional Reading: Ezekiel 34:11-16 


Certainly no list of “Great Passages from the Bible’ would omit the Twenty Third Psalm, The 
Shepherd Psalm. It has been the delight and comfort and strength of God’s people all through 
the ages. Like other beautiful passages, it needs no interpretation or exposition. The snow-white 
lily, or the sparkling diamond, are not meant to be analyzed, but to be gazed upon with wonder. 


There are two kinds of shepherds. In Ezekiel 34, (our Devotional Reading), we have a strik- 


ing picture of the “shepherds of Israel” who 
fed themselves, and neglected the flock. The 
prophet reproves and warns these false shep- 
herds who were allowing the flock to be scat- 
tered upon all the face of the earth. Jesus also 
tells us of the “hireling” who cares not for the 
sheep, and flees when danger approaches. 


In verses 11-16 of this chapter from Ezekiel 
we have the portrait of the Good Shepherd 
Who seeks out and finds and cares for the 
flock. “I will feed my flock, and I will cause 
them to lie down, saith the Lord. I will seek 
that which was lost, and bring again that 
which was driven away, and will bind up that 
which is broken, and will strengthen that which 
was sick.” In the balance of the chapter He 
gives a further description of His loving care 
for the flock, and closes with these words: “And 
ye my flock, the flock of my pasture, are men, 
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and I am your God, saith the Lord God.” 
David had good reasons for saying, The Lord 
is My Shepherd. 


It would be well, I believe, to read and study 
the Tenth Chapter of the Gospel of John along 
with this psalm. In this familiar chapter Jesus 
describes Himself as the Good Shepherd and 
speaks of the hireling who flees when the wolf 
comes. ‘The Good Shepherd lays down his life 
for the sheep. He knows his sheep, and they 
follow Him. He gives them life, even abundant 
life. He came to the lost sheep of the house of 
Israel, but “other sheep I have which are not 
of this fold: them also I must bring, and they 
shall hear my voice: and there shall be one fold 
and one shepherd”. He is looking forward to 
the Gentiles who will come into the fold. Paul 
tells us that the middle wall of partition is 
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broken down between Jew and Gentile and we 
are one in Christ. He is the Great Shepherd 
of the sheep Who has been raised from the dead, 
and will raise us up also. 


In the study of this matchless psalm the best 
way, perhaps, is to just look at each verse as we 
would look at the pearls on a string of pearls. 


“The Lord is my shepherd: I shall not want”. 
This tremendous thought undergirds the whole 
psalm. All the other parts follow. It was natural 
for David, the shepherd boy, to think of God 
in this way. We can imagine him out in the 
field at night, alone, as far as men are con- 
cerned, with the stars shining brightly in the 
sky. He sees and marvels at all these beautiful 
wonders above him, and his mind goes back 
of them to the God Who made them and him, 
and this thought comes to him, given by the 
Spirit of God. Just as he, David, is looking after 
the little flock entrusted to his care, so the 
Creator and Preserver of the universe is caring 
for His own. If the Lord is his Shepherd—the 
Lord of the universe—then the natural sequence 
is: “I shall not want”. David might not be 
able to give his sheep all they wanted, but this 
is not true of God; He is able, and His sheep 
shall not want. 


“He maketh me to lie down in green pastures; 
He leadeth me beside the still waters”. Sheep 
need food and water and a quiet place to rest; 
so do we. Give us this day our daily bread, 
Jesus taught us to pray. The Shepherd will 
lead his sheep to the places where they can 
find grass and water and shade. In like manner 
the Great Shepherd feeds His sheep. In His 
discourse after the feeding of the five thousand, 
our Lord called himself the Bread of Life. An- 
other time He cried out, “If any man thirst, let 
him come unto me and drink”. To the woman 
at the well he said, “If thou knewest the gift 
of God, and who it is that saith to thee, Give 
me to drink; thou wouldst have asked of him, 
and he would have given thee living water”. 
“Whosoever drinketh of this water shall thirst 
again, but whosoever drinketh of the water that 
I shall give him shall never thirst; but the 
water that I shall give him shall be in him a 
well of water springing up into everlasting life”. 
The gospel invitation is to a feast of good things: 
“Ho, everyone that thirsteth, come ye to the 
waters, and he that hath no money, come ye 
buy wine and milk without money and with- 
out price.” 


“He restoreth my soul: he leadeth me in the 
paths of righteousness for his name’s sake”. Just 
as food and water and rest restores the body, 
so our Good Shepherd restores our spiritual 
strength. “Come ye apart, and rest awhile,” He 
said to His disciples. Our souls get tired as well 
as our bodies. Then he leads in the paths of 
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righteousness: His ways are ways of pleasantness, 
and all his paths are peace. He understands 
every need both of body and of soul. 


“The valley of the shadow of death”. When 
darkness and gloom and danger come, our Shep- 
herd is always near. “I do not believe I could 
have stood it”, said a young missionary who had 
just buried his wife and infant, “unless the 
Saviour had stood by my side”. He is always 
“by our side’”” when we pass through the “valley 
of the shadow”, whether it is our time to die, 
or whether it is the death of one dear to us. 
The Saviour Who wept at the grave of Lazarus 
will weep with His heartbroken children. The 
rod and staff guided, protected, and sometimes 
chastened, the sheep, so, He will guide and 
comfort us. Fear not, He says, I will be with 
thee. When we go through the deep waters they 
shall not overflow. We can “touch bottom”, as 
Bunyan describes it in speaking of the crossing 
over of one of the pilgrims. 


“When thro’ the deep waters I call thee to go, 
The rivers of sorrow shall not overflow: 
For I will be with thee, thy troubles to bless, 
And sanctify to thee thy deepest distress”. 


I will not leave you comfortless: I will come 
unto you. Then, too, He promised to send the 
Holy Spirit, the Comforter, The “One-called- 
alongside-to-help”. Our Great Shepherd has 
made abundant provision for us when our time 
comes to go through the “valley of the shadow”. 


“Thou preparest a table before me in the 
presence of mine enemies”. Sheep have many 
enemies; so do Christians. David protected his 
sheep from the lion and the bear, and later on 
God protected him from the Philistines. Jesus 
is our Shepherd-King. As our King He restrains 
and conquers all His and our enemies. We are 
“More than conquerors” through Him that loved 
us. We not only gain the victory but we feast 
on the good things of God, even while our ene- 
mies look on. So many early Christians went 
to the stake singing. They were given super- 
natural strength. Today the church stands sur- 
rounded by bitter enemies. True Christians are 
feasting, however, while the world is starving, 
for God is able to spread a table for us even 
in the presence of these enemies. 


“Thou anointest my head with oil”. Anoint- 
ing with oil was a sign of high position and 
privilege. Kings were anointed and priests. We 
are made kings and priests unto God, honored 
by Him. 


“My cup runneth over’. A little child said, 
“When God fills the cup, He fills the saucer 
too”. Children love to sing the chorus, “My 
cup is full, and running over”. These “over- 
flowing mercies and gifts” have been called 
“God's Extras”. There are many of these all 


about us in the world: the beautiful flowers, 
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blossoming in desert and waste places; the sing- 
ing of the birds as we wake in the morning; the 
colors of the rainbow, and the glories of the 
sunrise, or sunset; all the manifold blessings 
which are over and above what we have a right 
to expect. 


“Surely goodness and mercy shall follow me 
all the days of my life”. The psalmist, in Psalm 
71:18 prays, ‘““Now also when I am old and grey- 
headed, O God, forsake me not”. The people 
of the world sometimes forget and neglect and 
even mistreat us when we are “old and grey- 
headed’. God never does. One of the marks 
of a Christian land is the care we take of the 
old and helpless. Where we find homes for 
the aged, and for incurables, and feebleminded, 
we know that the influence of Christianity has 
been felt. E’en down to old age our Shepherd 
will care tenderly for us. 


“T will dwell in the house of the Lord for- 
ever”. The shepherd gathered his sheep in the 
fold at night. He himself would lie down some- 
times and literally become the “door to the 
sheep-fold.” I am the Door, said Jesus. In some of 
our cemeteries there is a sign, “Perpetual Care”. 
This is a guarantee that the graves in that ceme- 
tery will be cared for always; never neglected, 
so that the weeds and briars never take posses- 
sion. “I go to prepare a place for you,” said Jesus; 
I will come again and receive you unto myself. 
The souls of believers are at their death made 
perfect in holiness, and do immediately pass 
into glory, and their bodies, being still united 
to Christ to rest in their graves until the resur- 
rection. The Christian is “safe in the arms of 
Jesus,” both in this life, and forever. No one 
can pluck us out of His hands. 
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An Income for You— 
An Outgo of Christianity 


This free booklet on Church Extension An- 
nuities tells how. Briefly, your gift to the 
Board purchases a regular annuity for you 
which pays you an income for life—beginning 
now. To protect your investment, the full 
amount is held by the Board through your 
lifetime, and, depending on your age, you can 
receive up to 7% per year — regardless of 
prevailing business conditions. Payments are 
made_ semi-annually. 
Later, your gift lives 
after you bringing 
others to Christ. See 
how people with small 
or large incomes may 
enjoy this plan. 


Write For 


“Facing the Future 
with Your Money for 
CHRIST AND HIS CHURCH” 


G. B. Strickler, Treasurer 


BOARD of CHURCH EXTENSION 


341-B Ponce deLeon Ave., N. E., Dept. B-3, Atlanta, Ga. 








BUY YOUR BOOES FROM 
Book Department 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
Weaverville, North Carolina 








YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 
YOUTH PROGRAM FOR OCTOBER 28 





REV. B. HOYT EVANS 





“The Family Coffers” 


Suggested Devotional Outline: 


Hymn: “I Gave My Life For Thee” 

Prayer 

Scripture: Luke 12:16-21; 18:23; 21:1-4 

Hymn: “We Give Thee But Thine Own” 

Hymn: “Take My Life, And Let It Be 
Consecrated” 


Suggestions for Program Leader: 


(It is intended that this program be a joint 
effort of the men, women, and young people of 
the church. If it is possible to arrange such a 
joint meeting, it will surely prove a helpful way 
to consider this question. If it is not possible 
to plan a meeting of this kind, it will be most 
helpful to invite adults to have a part in the 
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program given for the young people. If you 
follow the outline given below, you could ask 
adults to discuss the first and second topic. We 
are offering some suggestions for those who lead 
these discussions. For the second topic it will 
be better to use a parent who does not have a 
son or daughter in the youth organization at 
the present time.) 


Program Leader’s Introduction: 

This is another program recognizing the em- 
phasis on Christian family life in the Forward 
With Christ Program this year. It should be 
obvious to us by now that the home is one of 
the very best places to practice Christian living 
and to promote Christian growth. We spend 
more time in our homes than we do anywhere 
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tailed accounts of his fabu- 
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opponents, home life anec- 
dotes—combining to create 
the first complete portrait 
of this amazing religious 
phenomenon of our time. 
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else (or, at least, we ought to). We act more 
normally, more sincerely, in our homes than 
we do elsewhere. There is less temptation to 
“put on airs” at home, or to “make an impres- 
sion.” If we are really moving forward with 
Christ, it will be proved on the testing ground 
of our homes and families. 


If our homes are the best places for practicing 
our Christian faith, then the realm of money 
matters is one of the most important areas in 
our homes. It has been demonstrated that money 
matters can prove a sore spot even in the lives 
of Christians, even among the members of fami- 
lies who love each other very much. It is quite 
in order, then, that we who are interested in 
Christian family living should give some serious 
thought to the ways a Christian family manages 
its money. The family coffers are very important 
to family Christian life. 

First Speaker: (Suggestions for presentation) 

What is the Christian way of conducting fam- 
ily finances? Your own personal experiences 
and observations will mean more to the young 
people than any printed speech. You will un- 
doubtedly want to indicate that a plan for the 
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family coffers is essential. The plan, of course, 
must recognize responsibility to the church (the 
tithe) and also our responsibility to God in 
the use we make of all our money. Stewardship 
involves all our money and all our life, not 
merely what we give to the church. A plan for 
Christian family finances surely ought to be a 
real family affair, one that recognizes all the 
members of the family. Young people are gen- 
erally more considerate of the family coffers 
when they have a share in the financial plan- 
ning. 


Second Speaker: (Suggestions for presentation) 

What are the financial aspects of having a 
senior age young person in the home? There 
are many young people who seem to think their 
drain on the family coffers begins and ends 
with their allowance or their spending money. 
It will be helpful if you can make them realize 
that they represent a very considerable financial 
investment on the part of their parents. A recent 
magazine article indicated that the average cost 
of bringing young people from birth through 
high school is $11,300 for girls and $11,600 for 
boys. Specific information from your own ex- 
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perience will be most interesting and helpful. 
In dealing with this matter you want to be 
especially careful to avoid the impression that 
young people are an unwanted financial bur- 
den. The investment in their lives is gladly 
made because of their parents’ great love and 
high hopes for them. 


Third Speaker: (This part can be taken either 
by a young person or an adult.) 


What are the advantages of an allowance 
for a young person? In answering this question 
use as many personal observations and experi- 
ences as possible. We are suggesting three ad- 
vantages which you may wish to include with 
your own: (1) An allowance gives a young 
person his own money to give to the church. 
(2) An allowance teaches a sense of values in 
that he must manage his own money and learn 
by experience how far it will go. (3) The 
management of one’s own money is excellent 
preparation for the future when larger sums 
must be wisely used. 


Program Leader: 

Give an opportunity for questions and dis- 
cussion about any of these matters. You could 
also discuss the advantages and disadvantages of 


having mothers and young people working to 
augment the family income. 


( ‘s Work 


A Prayer for the United Nations 
and World Peace 


Almighty and ever-living God, our eternal 
Father, in whose will is our peace and strength: 
Teach Thy warring children, we beseech Thee, 
the way of understanding and peace. 





Forgive us the national sin that so often be- 
sets us: the pride of wealth and power that 
leads us to take international action by our- 
selves alone, the selfishness that blinds us to 
the needs of other people, the suspicion and 
fear of the stranger within and outside our 
gates. In Thy deep mercy, eternal God, grant 
that our beloved country may join with other 
nations in acts of compassion for a suffering 
humanity, in working together to reconcile dif- 
ferences between peoples, in seeking to establish 
a foundation of trust on which to build a more 
peaceful world. 


Bless the United Nations, we pray Thee, and 
all those international servants who work 
through it to save this and succeeding genera- 
tions from the scourge of war. Do Thou cause 
its work to prosper in many lands and among 
many peoples, that all Thy children may be 
helped to find a finer and more abundant way 


of life. 
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Lead the entire world, our Father, to have a 
new birth of freedom and justice, of mercy 
and truth—to the glory of Thy Holy Name. 
Amen. 





Annual Meeting of Women of 
Synod of Georgia 


Decatur—Mrs. J. Swanton Ivy of Athens, has 
been named president of the Women of the 
Church, Synod of Georgia, at the women’s forty- 
seventh annual meeting at Columbia Theologi- 
cal Seminary, in September. Mrs. Ivy is a 
member of Friendship Church in Athens. 


Mrs. L. R. Wooten, also of Athens and mem- 
ber of Friendship Church, was elected corre- 
sponding secretary; Mrs. E. S. Brannon, Rome, 
and member of First Church there, was named 
chairman of spiritual growth; Mrs. D. R. 
Nimocks, First Church, Gainesville, was elected 
chairman of annuities and relief; and Mrs. J. O. 
Cobb, Smyrna and a member of Smyrna Pres- 
byterian Church, was appointed World Missions 
chairman to fill the unexpired term of Mrs. 
Wallace Martin. The new officers were installed 
by Dr. J. McDowell Richards, president of 
Columbia Seminary and former moderator of 
the General Assembly. 


About 100 women from Georgia’s six presby- 
terys heard Dr. Henry Edward Russell, pastor 
of Trinity Church, Montgomery, Ala., speaking 
on “Christian Citizenship”, call che “production 
of Christian citizens” the primary function of 
the Church. 

Others on the program were Dr. Manford G. 
Gutzke, professor at Columbia Seminary, who 
led a Bible Study on the Minor Prophets, and 
Mrs. S. H. Askew, Decatur, who gave a preview 
of the 1957 Circle Bible Study on Jesus and 
Christian Citizenship. Mrs. James Boyce, mis- 
sionary to Mexico, and Petrie Mitchell, who is 
serving in Korea, presented messages about the 
1957 Birthday Objectives, student work in Mex- 
ico and medical aid in Korea. 


Other speakers were Miss Elizabeth Sheffelton 
of the Belgian Congo, who told about her work 
in that area; the Rev. Robert B. McNeil, pastor 
of First Church, Columbus, who introduced a 
panel on Christian Higher Education; James 
Baird, student at Columbia Seminary and Mrs. 
Harry Phillips, wife of a student at the seminary, 
who led devotional services; and Mrs. E. L. 
Secrest of Savannah, who previewed 1957 litera- 
ture the women will use. 


The Total Church Program was topic for a 
panel, moderated by Dr. J]. G. Patton, Executive 
Secretary of the General Council, and including 
four other executive secretaries of boards and the 
Assembly’s Stated Clerk. Dr. C. Darby Fulton, 
Board of World Missions, Nashville, Tenn.; Dr. 
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Marshall C. Dendy, Board of Christian Edu- 
cation, Richmond, Va.; Dr. Patrick Miller, Board 
of Church Extension, Atlanta, Ga.; Mr. Charles 
Currie, Board of Annuities and Relief; and Dr. 
E. C. Scott, Stated Clerk of the General As- 
sembly, Atlanta, made up the panel. 


Tours of Columbia Seminary and of Mission 
Haven, home for missionaries while they are on 
furlough, were included on the three-day pro- 
gram. These were conducted by Dr. Robert B. 
Stamper, vice president of the seminary, and 
Mrs. William S. Dennis, Jr., Atlanta, chairman 
of the Maintenance Committee of Mission 
Haven. 


Columbia Presbyterian Church and Columbia 
Seminary were joint-hosts for the annual session. 
Mrs. A. M. Bowen of Newman, outgoing presi- 
dent, presided at the meeting. Mrs. A. G. Forbes 
of Columbia Church, was General Chairman for 
the 1956 session. Mrs. Cecil Thompson is presi- 
dent of the women at Columbia Church and 
Dr. W. James Hazelwood is pastor. 


The Sacrament of the Lord’s Supper closed the 
sessions. 





Mission Court Book of Remembrance 
And a Happy Thought in the Closing Paragraph 


One of the highlights of the recent meeting 
of the West Virginia Synodical at the West- 
minster Church, Charleston, West Virginia, was 
the presentation of its Mission Court Book of 
Remembrance. This lovely, crimson, tooled, 
leather book, with gold lettering, carried the 
names of all those who brought over and above 
gifts for the completion of the West Virginia 
furlough home as tokens of their love for God 
and our Missionaries. 


The Memorial Gift section carries the names 
of those who contributed in memory of some 
one. The Honor Gift section carries the names 
of those who contributed in honor of some one. 
The Miscellaneous Gift section carries the 
names of individuals and organizations who con- 
tributed less than one hundred dollars. 


To inscribe these hundreds of names by hand 
was a painstaking and tedious task which was 
artistically done by Mr. A. E. Harman of 
Charleston, West Virginia, making it a lovely 
book within as well as without. For this as- 
signment Mr. Harman would accept no remun- 
eration whatsoever. 


While the Committee was grateful for his 
labor of love, they were insistent that he indi- 
cate some tangible way by which they might 
show their appreciation. Finally Mr. Harman 
in his unassuming way said, “Since the Presby- 
terian Journal is my loved Church paper, and 
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since I always look forward to the information 
and inspiration it brings, it would please me 
for you to send a small gift to the Journal for 
its work.” 


The Board voted unanimously to send you 
the enclosed check in honor of their friend and 
yours, Mr. A. E. Harman. 

Emma Wysor Dunlap 


Church News 


World Missions Receipts 





Sudget for 1956 $3,300,000.00 
Receipts to date 2,067,061.85 
Percentage of annual budget 

received for 1956 62.6397, 
Balance needed for 1956 1,232,938.15 





Thanksgiving for the Vacation Fund! 


For more than forty years the Vacation Fund 
of our Church has been a benediction to an ever 
increasing number of our ministers. During the 
summer of 1956, 116 of our ministers were en- 
abled to have a restful and spiritually enriching 
experience in one of the great conference centers 
of our church. A few of them attended one of the 
preaching clinics at a seminary. 


The Board of Managers wishes to thank each 
contributor to this fund. These contributions were 
the means of making the recipients better prepared 
to do their work in an even more effective way. 
They have requested us to thank the contributors 
for them. We, therefore, include here some quo- 
tations from their letters of gratitude for this 
assistance from the Vacation Fund. 


One minister wrote as follows: 


“Through the Vacation Fund, my family and I 
were able to have a very enjoyable week at Mon- 
treat this summer. I think that it is the most 
profitable week that we have ever had there and 
thank you and those who make the fund possible, 
for this very delightful vacation.” 


Another says, “Thanks to you for this generosity 
which we assure you we needed. This was the first 
Church Extension Conference we ever attended. It 
was good, and it gave me a new perspective of the 
work of our great church on the home front. 
can apply myself with a new appreciation to the 
tasks of the months to come in a country parish. 
It was generous of you and the Committee to 
extend to us this helpful favor this summer. We 
were at Montreat nine days which included some 
of the Bible Conference. We enjoyed that too.” 


A third wrote, “We wish to acknowledge with 
THANKS the check for $75, from you, and the 
Vacation Fund, for our vacation at Montreat this 
summer. You have done us a great favor, which 
is very much appreciated. It has been two years 
now since we have had a vacation, not having been 
absent from my pulpit a single Sunday and only 
two Wednesday nights.” 
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HEBREW CHRISTIAN 
FAMILY IN ISRAEL 
IN DIRE NEED 


U.S.A. 





HEBREW CHRISTIANS IN ISRAEL PLEAD FOR AID 


Spiritual and material wants are urgent and overpowering. Mis- 
sionaries and pastors tell harrowing tales of misery and sorrow. 
Aid and comfort is needed in Israel, in Poland under the grip of 
Communism, and throughout the Mediterranean world. 


The Israeli family pictured suffered sorely. Shortly after his 
baptism the father was stoned by fanatics and hit severely in the 
head. He has suffered since from epileptic attacks and for this 
reason is not able to do heavy work when he can get it. Hebrew 
Christians are discriminated against. 


CARE packages and clothing help meet the need but money for rent, medicine, 
supplies and caring for minor children in mission schools is increasingly needed. 


Your gifts and fellowship invited as well as your prayers which naturally follow 
contributions for “where your treasure is there will your heart be also.” 
THE INTERNATIONAL HEBREW CHRISTIAN ALLIANCE 
REV. JACOB PELTZ, Ph.B., B.D., Secretary 


5630-N North Campbell Ave., Chicago 45, II. 


CANADA 
91-N Bellevue Ave., Toronto, Canada 








Still another wrote: “It was my privilege to 
share in the Vacation Fund this year and I am 
writing to express my unbounded appreciation and 
gratitude to you and all the generous people who 
make this Fund possible. 

“My wife and [ attended the Bible Conference 
and I don’t think we have ever enjoyed and been 
helped as much in a conference at Montreat, or at 
any place, as we were this year. It just seemed 
that every speaker and teacher who appeared on 
the program ‘was a man sent from God’ to refresh 
and inspire our dry and thirsty souls. I have been 
able to preach with more zeal and assurance that 
Christ can and does change men’s lives since re- 
turning from Montreat and the mountain top 
experience which it offered. 

“For us both, let me say THANK YOU, AND 
GOD BLESS YOU!” 

The above are typical of scores of others. 

On behalf of the Board of Managers of the 
Vacation Fund. 

Wade H. Boggs, Manager 





The Miami Presbyterian Men’s Convention 


Atlanta — The Miami convention committee 
raised its sights in planning the greatest Protestant 
men’s convention in American history at a recent 
meeting here. The committee, with John Matthews, 
Fayetteville, Tenn., attorney, as chairman, voted 
to increase its budget for the Oct. 10-13, 1957, 
convention in Florida from $48,000 to $58,000. 

Dr. Andrew R. Bird, Jr., Huntington, W. Va., 
chairman, submitted the report of the program and 
speakers committee, indicating that its work was 
nearing a successful conclusion more than a year 
ahead of the convention dates. 

Mr. Matthews announced the names of two of 
the principals on the program. Dr. Louis H. Evans 
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of Hollywood will deliver the keynote address and 
Dr. Ernest J. Sommerville, of Birmingham, Ala., 
will conduct the four devotionals. 

Registration for the convention, the committee 
was told, is ahead of the total on the same date 
prior to the New Orleans convention. The goal is 
12,000 men and as this will be a “bring-your-wife”’ 
convention, upwards of 5,000 wives also are ex- 
pected. 

Progress in preparations at Miami was reported 
by William C. Swain, of Miami, chairman of the 
local arrangements committee. There will be suf- 
ficient accommodations for all in any price range 
you desire. Summer rates will apply and local 
prices were declared to be comparable to New 
Orleans. 

John J. Deifell, Greensboro, N. C., president of 
the Assembly Men’s Council, and chairman of the 
attendance committee, submitted a report on the 
work of one of his sub-committees, publicity. Radio 
scripts, TV shorts and a color movie with sound 
for churches and church clubs were recommended. 
The cost of this promotion, not included in the 
original budget estimates, resulted in a four hour 
discussion. The recommendations were adopted, 
the budget increased and the cost of this phase of 
the publicity was set at $2,600. 

Mr. Deifell introduced chairmen of his sub- 
committee, Bruce Whitfield, transportation, Hunts- 
ville, Ala.; Blue Book, Carl Marcelius, Andalusia, 
Ala., and Ralph Brewer, publicity, Alexandria, La. 

Other reports were submitted by W. Legare 
McIntosh, Columbia, S. C., follow up, Walter 
Humphrey, Fort Worth, fraternal delegates, and T. 
Marshall Gordon, Richmond, Va., treasurer. 

The next day the A.M.C. executive committee 
met with John Deifell, president, presiding. Most 
of its time likewise was focused on convention 
plans. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 








oft ~~ hw TOO eS okt Oot oo 


te i a a 











GEORGIA 


Atlanta—Under the auspices of the Synod of 
Georgia, Presbyterians throughout the state are 
being invited to attend popular meetings at which 
a nationally known authority on Christian steward- 
ship will sneak. 


Dr. J. Charles McKirachan, chairman of the De- 
partment of Stewardship Promotion, Presbyterian 
Church, U.S.A., will be the inspirational speaker 
at all gatherings. 


According to the Rev. L. B. Colquitt of Albany, 
Synod’s Stewardship Chairman, the conferences 
are scheduled as follows: 


Monday, Oct. 8, Central Presbyterian Church, 
Atlanta; Tuesday, Oct. 9, Elmodel Presbyterian 
Church, Newton; also on Oct. 9, First Presbyterian 
Church, Macon; Wednesday, Oct. 10, Independent 
Presbyterian Church, Savannah; Thursday, Oct. 
11, First Presbyterian Church, Cartersville. 


All assemblies will be in the evening except at 
Elmodel where the meeting will be held in con- 
nection with the Southwest Georgia Presbytery 
assembly at 2 p. m. 


Dr. McKirachan’s leadership of Presbyterians in 
stewardship matters has won him national acclaim 
and he has been much in demand as a speaker in 
this important field from coast to coast. He is an 
honor graduate of Princeton University, and in 
addition to serving as pastor af a large church 
in Harrisburg, Penn., he is visiting professor in 
Philosophy of Religion at Temple University School 
of Theology in Philadelphia. 


Dr. McKirachan is also a long-time member of 
the General Council, Presbyterian Church, U.S.A. 


These popular meetings in Georgia have been ar- 
ranged so that Dr. McKirachan’s message can reach 
Presbyterians in practically every area of the state. 
Local ministers are organizing motorcades of their 
officers and members to attend the nearest meeting. 


Kentucky 


Louisville Presbyterian Theological Seminary 


Fifty-eight new men entered Louisville Presby- 
terian Seminary on registration day for the 104th 
school year. Upperclassmen and faculty made 
these newcomers welcome. Professor C. M. Hanna 
invited the whole class to bring their families and 
visit at his home. Student body officers sponsored 
an “open house” at which new students and their 
families were introduced to faculty and staff mem- 
bers in the Seminary offices. Total enrollment for 
the school year will be about 165. 


At the formal opening Dr. Harry G. Goody- 
koontz, recently returned from sabbatic leave in 
Europe, addressed the student body and friends 
of the Seminary on the subject “Who and What 
Is a Minister?” Also at this formal opening, the 
new Hymnbooks jointly prepared by four major 
branches of the Presbyterian Church were pre- 
sented and dedicated for use in the Seminary’s 
Harbison Memorial Chapel. Our blind organist and 
music teacher, Robert Veazey, began his thirtieth 
year with the school by learning a new hymnbook. 


On September 17 and 18 the faculty and stu- 
dent body adjourned to Camp Pyoca at Browns- 
town, Indiana, for the annual student-faculty re- 
treat at the lakeside. Elder Edgar DeJean of 
Salem, Indiana, set off the discussion theme with 
his address “The Man on the Street Looks at the 
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Minister.” Retreat is a basic part of orientation 
and inspiration for the school year. It is entirely 
sponsored and financed by the student body or- 
ganization. 


LOUISIANA 


The Presbytery of Louisiana met in Stated Ses- 
sion in the Jackson Street Church in Alexandria, 
September 18, 1956, with all resident ministers 
present and all but three Churches represented. 


Mr. William S. Smith was examined for ordiina- 
tion and a Commission appointed to ordain and 
install him as pastor of the Zachary and Jackson 
Churches. 


The Rev. Wm. D. O’Neal was received into the 
Presbytery and a Commission appointed to install 
him as pastor of the Broadmoor Church in Baton 
Rouge. 


The Committee on Bills and Overtures recom- 
mended that two interim committees study the 
proposed amendments sent down to the Presby- 
teries and make recommendation to the meeting 
of Presbytery on January 15th, at which time the 
vote will be taken. 


The report of the Committee on Church Exten- 
sion showed that the two Churches organized dur- 
ing the past year are doing well and that one 
already has a building and is on a self supporting 
basis. 


The Presbytery also is contributing $15,000 
toward the construction of a new Church building 
with Student Center for the Negro Church in 
Scotlandville, where Southern University is locat- 
ed. The budget for Church Extension was set at 
$34,000. 


The Presbytery’s Council presented the benevo- 
lence budget for 1957, which is $126,000. This 
was adopted and the askings are to be considered 
by the Churches as the Council visits them in an 
Every Church canvass. 


The World Missions report emphasized the need 
for the local Churches to make a special effort 
in education of the people, and plans are being 
made for missionary speakers to visit the Pres- 
bytery. 


The next meeting will be in the Second Church, 
Baton Rouge, on January 15, 1957. 


R. D. Earnest, Stated Clerk 


Baton Rouge—The Rev. William C. Sistar, who 
until the first of August was president of Palmer 
Orphanage in Columbus, Miss., has become Direc- 
tor of Child Care Program in Louisiana, it has 
been announced by Coyne M. Talmage of New 
Orleans, chairman of the Board of Trustees of 
Child Care, and an elder at Napoleon Avenue 
Presbyterian Church, New Orleans. 


Mr. Sistar has already taken up his new duties 
and is located in Baton Rouge. 


He is now guest minister of the First Presby- 
terian Church in that city. 


Mr. Sistar’s duties involve the setting up of a 
Child Care Service, and duties of a promotional 
nature, aim of which is to stress Child Care 
Service activities, and to promote that field of 
effort, especially from now through the Thanks- 
giving season. 


The Rev. Robert Earnes of Baton Rouge is 
treasurer of the Child Care Fund. 
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NORTH CAROLINA 


Albemarle—Dedication Services were held Sep- 
tember 23 at the Second Presbyterian Church at 
Albemarle, in recognition of the removal of all 
indebtedness from the church property. 


Dr. Charles D. Whiteley, pastor of the church, 
chose as his sermon topic “Great Things for Us.” 


Newell Blalock, chairman of the Board of Dea- 
cons, made the presentation during the ceremonies, 
and S. T. Marbry, chairman of the Board of Trus- 
tees, made the acceptance. 


Second Presbyterian Church was organized by 
Mecklenburg Presbytery in 1940. The present 
church building was completed in 1945, with the 
first service in the building held the fourth Sunday 
in September of 1946. 


Mooresville—An entire worship service at Pros- 
pect Presbyterian Church near Mooresville, will be 
heard around the world. The service at historic 
Prospect Church was recorded by James C. Moore, 
Director of Religious Programming for the Voice 
of America. The material, gathered from this 
service in September, will be the first in a series 
of recorded regular church services to be used by 
Voice of America on its international broadcasts— 
which are heard even in Behind-the-Iron-Curtain 
countries. The recording will be rebroadcast in 
forty-two other languages. 


Mr. Moore included in the broadcast, interviews 
with sixteen members of the congregation. 


The Rev. Carlyle A. McDonald, pastor of Pros- 
pect Church, Rural Church Award winner for the 
South in 1954, delivered the sermon that the world 
will hear. Mr. McDonald brought a message on the 
sermon topic, “The Life We Now Live,” from the 
text in Galatians 2:20—“the life I now live in 
flesh, I live by the faith of the Son of God, who 
loved me and gave Himself for me’’. 


Wade—wU. S. Senator Kerr Scott was the prin- 
cipal speaker at the 198th anniversary Reunion of 
the Bluff Presbyterian Church near Wade, N. C., 
September 23. 


On the fourth Sunday in September, several 
hundred descendants of the Scotch Highlanders 
who settled in the Cape Fear area, annually gather 
at the historic old church. 


The Rev. Robert E. Merrell is the present pastor 
of the Bluff, Godwin, and McMillan Presbyterian 
Churches, all of which owe their beginnings to the 
early Scotsmen who settled in the area, and built 
their churches shortly after they built their homes. 


The Old Church, located high on a bluff over 
looking the Cape Fear River was given its name 
because of its picturesque setting. 


Senator Scott is a Ruling Elder of the Hawfields 
Presbyterian Church, another of the old churches 


of the state, and is a past moderator of Orange 
Presbytery. 





PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
SYNOD OF NORTH CAROLINA 


Educational excellence. Moderate charges. 
Endowed. Christian emphasis. A. A. 





C. LaMette, 
PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Bex 38-W — Maxton, N. C. 
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SOUTH CAROLINA 


Clinton—Groundbreaking ceremonies for Pres- 
byterian College’s new Memorial Student Center 
will be held as a part of the homecoming program 
on October 6, as announced by Marshall W. Brown, 
president of the College. 


The proposed building will be erected as a me- 
morial to the 65 alumni of the college who lost 
their lives in World War II, and the five who gave 
their lives in action in Korea. 


The Memorial Center is a major objective of 
the Diamond Jubilee Development program now in 
progress. 


Georgetown—Miss Yvonne Reftelis was approved 
as a candidate for lay service by Harmony Presby- 
tery during its adjourned summer meeting of Sept. 
18 at Indiantown Church near Hemmingway. 


Miss Reftelis, who left here on Sept. 11 to enter 
the General Assembly’s Training School in Rich- 
mond, was examined before her departure by 
Presbytery’s Christian Education Committee meet- 
ing at the Andrews Church the evening of Sep- 
tember 4. Upon the basis of the examination the 
committee recommended her approval by Presby- 
tery. 


A member of the Friendfield Church just outside 
of Georgetown, Miss Reftelis is taking the two 
year course at the General Assembly’s Training 
School to prepare herself for work as a director 
of Christian education. 


TENNESSEE 


Nashville—The Rev. and Mrs. David V. Miller 
of our Congo Mission announce the arrival of a 
daughter, Nancy Lorraine, in Congo, on Septem- 
ber 12. 


Mr. Miller is a native of Johnson City, Tenn. He 
studied at East Tennessee State College, Davidson 
College, and Union Seminary, in Richmond. He is 
a member of Holston Presbytery. 


Mrs. Miller is the former Miss Polly Jean Yandell 
of Charlotte, N. C. She is a member of the North 
Charlotte Presbyterian Church. She received her 
education at Mars Hill Junior College and the 
Assembly’s Training School. 


The Millers sailed in August 1954 going to 
Belgium for language study for a year. Following 
that they proceeded to Congo where they have been 
in evangelistic work since that time. The Millers 
have one other child, a son. 


Texas 


The Presbytery of Paris—Meeting at Camp 
Gilmont, Presbytery’s beautiful pine-covered camp- 
site six miles north of Gilmer, the fall meeting of 
the Presbytery of Paris was held September 25. 
The retiring moderator, Rev. W. Cooper Cumming 
of Texarkana, preached the opening sermon on 
“Rally Day and Christian Education.” 


L. Harold Dial, elder in First Church, Kilgore, 
was elected moderator. Rev. David Pittinger was 
received from the Presbytery of Dallas to become 
pastor of the Sulphur Springs church and Rev. 
John C. Ramsey from the Presbytery of Mangum 
to become pastor of the Waskom church. 


Dick Poteet of Paris and Dick Carey of Tyler 
were taken under care of Presbytery as candidates 
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for the ministry. Rev. W. Henry Benchoff of the 
Marshall church was named moderator-in-nomina- 
tion for the winter meeting of Presbytery to con- 
vene in the Gladewater church January 15 at 
9:30 a. m. 


The meeting of Presbytery was preceded on 
Monday evening by the fall rally of the Paris 
Presbytery Men of the Church, attended by about 
315 men, largest in the history of the organization, 
for which Dr. William M. Elliott, Jr., minister 
of the Highland Park Church of Dallas, was guest 
speaker, addressing the men of the subject, “Every 
Man In His Place.” 


Austin—Dr. David L. Stitt, president of the 
Austin Presbyterian Theological Seminary in 
Austin, Tex., announced today the first winners of 
the Sam B. Hicks Scholarship of $1000.00 won 
by James B. Brown, senior student from Shreve- 
port, La., and second year student Marvin Williams 
of Dallas, Tex. 


These scholarships will be awarded annually to 
second and third year students on the basis of 
academic achievement, Christian character, and 
promise of effectiveness in the ministry. 


Austin—Members of the Westlake Hills Presby- 
terian Church in Austin, Tex., have voted unani- 
mously to accept the preliminary plans recom- 
mended to them by their building committee. 


Mr. Wallace H. Flatt, chairman of the committee, 
presented the elevated drawings and floor plans 
for their consideration. The cost of the new 
building has been estimated at approximately $41,- 
000. It will be rock or brick veneer, centrally 
heated, and air-conditioned. 


Laredo Church Celebrates 75th Anniversary 


The First Presbyterian Church of Laredo, Texas 
was organized August 7, 1881, by the Reverend 
W. E. Caldwell and the Reverend J. R. Jacobs. 
There were ten Charter Members and eight of them 
were ladies. The first pastor, Reverend Franklin 
P. Ramsey, arrived two months later. He came by 
special appointment and appropriation of Mission- 
ary Funds by the General Assembly of that year. 


The celebration of this church’s birthday was 
postponed until September 23, when special services 
were held both morning and evening with the 
Reverend Jan A. McMurray of Georgetown, Texas 
preaching. Mr. McMurray was born in Laredo and 
his father, the Reverend Stonewall Jackson Mc- 
Murray was pastor here when the present church 
sanctuary and old manse were erected. 


Texarkana—Paris Presbytery had its regular 
Fall meeting at its Camp Gilmont on Sept. 25th. 
tev. Mr. Cooper Cumming of Texarkana, retiring 
Moderator, preached the opening sermon on “Rally 
Day and Religious Education” and Mr. L. H. Dial, 
an elder of the Kilgore Church, was elected to 
succeed him. 


Rev. R. B. Brannon Jr., was dismissed from 
Hallsville to Dallas Presbytery (the Ennie Church) 
and Rev. Harry L. Johnson was dismissed from 
Overton to the Bonham Church. Rev. David V. 
Pittenger and Dr. J. C. Ramsey were received from 
Dallas and Mangum Presbyteries to be installed 
at Sulphur Springs and Waskom, respectively. 
Richard B. Poteat of Paris and Richard Carey of 
Tyler were received as candiates for the ministry. 
A minimum salary rate for ministers was set at 
$4200. Presbytery’s Council was authorized to 
confer with the Council of Dallas Presbytery to 
make plans for the new Dallas- Paris Presbytery. 
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A Committee on an Old Folks Home was engenees 
to meet with a similar Committee of Dallas Presby- 
tery. The invitation of the Gladewater church was 
accepted for the January 15th Winter Meeting of 
Presbytery. 


A Special Committee was appointed to study the 
proposed changes in the Church Standards and 
report to the next meeting. 
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OUR REASONABLE FAITH. Herman Bavinck. 
Eerdman’s. $6.95. 


All who are familiar with Reformed Theology 
hold in the highest esteem the name of Herman 
Bavinck. He was one of the theological giants of 
the past generation. He was appreciated in his 
native Holland for his clear-headedness and his 
ability to express his fecund ideas in vigorous 
language. The centennial of his birth was widely 
celebrated in Holland in 1954. A hundred years 
after his birth the finest of European theologians 
are recognizing afresh his solid theological scholar- 
ship. Bavinck became Abraham Kuypur’s successor 
at the Free University when Kuypur became prime 
minister of the government at the Hague. 


Our Reasonable Faith was first published in 
1909 under the title Magnalia Dei or The Wonder- 
ful Works of God. It is a compendium of his 
original four volume Reformed Dogmatics. This 
volume is a work of basic Christian dogma. It 
presents clearly and in fine perspective the funda- 
mental doctrines of Biblical teaching. 


Bavinck is known primarily as a Scriptural the- 
ologian. As Landwehr has put it, “Just as Calvin 
gathered his thoughts out of Scripture, so Bavinck 
was always dipping into the Bible for his ideas 
and was being guided by Scripture in his systema- 
tization of them.” Bavinck entertained a high 
conception of the mission of a theologian in the 
church of Christ. In his inaugural address at Am- 
sterdam he declared, “A theologian is a person 
who makes bold to speak about God because he 
speaks out of God and through God. To profess 
theology is to do holy work. It is priestly ministra- 
tion in the house of the Lord. It is itself a service 
of worship, a consecration of mind and heart to 
the honor of His name.” 


The motif that runs through Bavinck’s work is 
the philosophy of revelation and this revelation is 
the answer to the problems of life and the world 
and this answer satisfies both the heart and the 
mind. 


This volume contains 24 delightful chapters. 
They deal with various aspects of God’s revelation; 
the being, nature, and works of God; and the great 
salvation wrought by Jesus Christ. 


One of the finest chapters in this volume has to 
do with the two natures of Christ. He points out 
that if Christ is to be the object of our worship, 
He must possess a divine nature as well as a human 
nature. He writes, “The basis for the religious 
worship of Christ can only be His divine nature, 
so that whoever denies this and yet maintains the 
worship becomes guilty of deifying the creature 
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CHRISTIANITY TODAY. 


for a highly selective audience. 


clearly taught in the Scriptures. 
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You are invited to become a charter subscriber to the new magazine, 
CHRISTIANITY TODAY is not a “mass” magazine. It is designed 


The main thrust of CHRISTIANITY TODAY will be to present 


in a positive and constructive way the basic truths of Christianity as 


It will be a reading must for every minister. 
Subscribe for yourself and for your minister. 


If you subscribe now you will receive the first six issues free of 
cost and the effective date of paid subscription will be Jan. 1st, 1957. 


Price $5 for one year, $10 for three years. 


CHRISTIANITY TODAY 
1014-22 Washington Building 
Washington, D. C. 








and of idolatry. The deity of Christ is not an ab- 
stract doctrine but something which is of the highest 
importance for the life of the church.” 


One who reviews books should be careful not to 
use unwarranted superlatives. If, however, there 
is ever a book that would justify the use of 
superlatives, this is such a book. It is the finest 
presentation of Biblical truth that we have seen 
in many years. It is rich, stimulating, moving, and 
satisfying. All who are looking for the best in 
theological literature would do well to invest in 
Our Reasonable Faith. 

John R. Richardson 





THE JEWS FROM CYRUS TO HEROD. Nor- 
man H. Snaith. Abingdon. $2.50. 


This volume is a study of the political history 
and religious development of the Jewish people 
during the 5 centuries preceding the birth of Christ. 
The author holds that the message of Christ can- 
not be fully understood unless the reader knows 
something of the hopes and expectations of the 
Jewish people. The first part of the book surveys 
the historical background of the period tracing the 
rise and fall of the great empires—Persian, Greek, 
Egyptian, Syrian, Roman, and their direct influ- 
ence upon the history of the Jews. The second 
part of the book deals with the religious develop- 
ment of the Jews during the same period. There 
is also a section that deals with the intertesta- 
mentary period. The volume also provides a back- 
ground for an understanding of the Dead Sea 
Scrolls. 

There is a real need for a new history of the 
Jews. Dr. Snaith gives us this book covering 5 
centuries of Jewish history from the liberal point 
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of view. We hope that someone will give us a 
complete history from the conservative point of 
view. 

John R. Richardson 


FAMOUS STORIES OF INSPIRING HYMNS. 
Ernest K. Emurian. W. A. Wilde Company. $2.50. 





Here is a collection of 50 true and inspiring 
stories back of the words and music of many of 
our noblest hymns and most appealing gospel songs. 
The stories are interestingly written and thus ideal 
for youth programs, Sunday evening services and 
anecdotes for all occasions. They provide the busy 
minister with 50 true illustrations that are adapt- 
able to almost every circumstance. Many are 
sermons in themselves, all the more effective be- 
cause they are historically true. The well-indexed 
compilation maintains a fine balance between old 
and new hymns as well as between hymns and 
gospel songs. The author is an authority on this 
subject and his work is designed to instruct as 
well as to inspire the reader. 





SIMPLE SERMONS ON TEN COMMAND- 
MENTS. W. Herschel Ford. Zondervan. $2.00. 


In ten sermons, one covering each commandment, 
Dr. Ford shows the inter-relation of each com- 
mandment, how the first four laws concern man’s 
relationship to God and the latter six his relation- 
ship to his fellow man. He convincingly concludes 
that love is the key to keeping the law. The appli- 
cation of love, he says, to the individual life would 
channel man’s actions so that he would live ac- 
cording to the Ten Commandments in relation to 
both God and man. 
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